An audit of antibiotic prescribing in third molar surgery.
The use of antibiotics as a prophylactic measure against infection is widespread following the removal of impacted third molars. The advantages of using such prophylaxis appear to be marginal and there is little substantial evidence to support the use of second and third generation antibiotics for routine prophylaxis. An audit of antibiotic prescribing practices in the University Dental Hospital National Health Service Trust (Cardiff) was undertaken and demonstrated the potential for saving large sums of money whilst apparently incurring no clinical disadvantage. The value of such audit process in oral and maxillofacial surgery is in identifying best practice followed by measuring and, where possible, improving standards.